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BRANNAN  COMMENTS  ON  WHEAT  ALLOTMENTS 

This  wook,  wo  mailed  you  a  copy  of  Secretary  Brannan's  Juno  2  state- 
ment on  possible  who  at  allotments. 

If  the  Juno  10  Crop  Report  indicates  continued  favorable  conditions 
for  a  big  * 49 "wheat  crop,  USDA  may  bo  required  by  law  to  proclaim  acreage 
allotments. « a 9 and  possibly  marketing  quotas „ 0 , .for  the  »50  crop.     The  Secre- 
tary said  that  even  if  marketing  quotas  are  not  put  into  effect  for  the  *50 
crop^  "it  is  likely  that  wo  shall  have  to  uso  wheat  acreage  allotments  as 
a  practical  means  of  carrying  out  price  support  programs." 

Determination  of  whether  allotments  and  quotas  will  bo  required  for 
cotton  and  corn  will  be  made  late  this  summer. 


LESS  MEXICAN  RESISTANCE  TO  FOOT-AND-MOUTH  CONTROL 

Foot-and-mouth  crows  in  Mexico  arc  now  running  into "less  active  resis- 
tance to  the  control  program  than  they  did  sometime  back.     In  fact,  the  ex- 
tremely Nationalistic  Sinarquista  Union  has  urged  its  membership  (largely 
rural)  to  cooperate,    .And  a  national  meeting  of  Mexican  cattlemen  endorsed 
the  .program,    You'll  find  this  and  other  points  discussed  in  the  enclosed 
report  on  the  foot-and-mouth  campaign. 


CHANGES' IN  CCC  CHARTER  ACT 

As  we  go  to  press,  the  bill  amending  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation 
Chertcr  Act  is  onroutc  to  the  White  House  for  Presidential  action.     These  arc 
the  main  new  provisions  of' 'the  bill: 

1)  Restores  authority  of  Socrotary  to  supervise  and  direct' the  activi- 
ties of  CCC,  which  was  removed-  in  the  Charter  Act  last  year;  2)  eliminates 
restrictions  which  prevented  CCC  from  providing  storage  for  farm  products  ; 
3)  authorizes  loans  to  farmers  to  provide  farm  storage;  4)  provides  for  Ad- 
visory Board  to  be  appointed  by  President  without  Senate  confirmation;  5) 
■authorizes  CCC  to  exchange  farm  commodities  it  acquires  for  strategic  mater- 
ials produced  abroad  for  U.S.  stockpiling. 


*  2  - 


OH  THE  COMMODITY  FRONT 

'Farmers  have  received  an  average  of  90/£  of  parity  so  far  this  year  for 
eggs,     (BAEss  "Agricultural  Prices"  report  last  week  indicated  eggs  at  96% 
o'f  parity  as  of  May  15, )     There  is  some  feeling  in  PMA  circles,  however, 
that  egg  prices  will  require  some  support  on  a 'limited  basis  for  some  time, 
in  order  to  maintain  the  level  required  by  law* 

Milk  marketing  administrators  will  meet  in  Duluth,  June  13-17,  Various 
US DA  officials  will  bo  on  hand. 

More  then  20%  of  the  f48  cotton' crop  put  under  loan  had  been  redeemed 
by  May  26.     Repayments  totaled  1,130,000  bales,  leaving  4,140,200  under 
loan.    The  bulk  of  the  outstanding  loans  are  in  Miss,,  Ark,,  Ala,,  Calif., 
Tex, ,  end  Ga, 

FM/Lrs  Marketing  Research  Branch  reported  this  week  on  a  study  in  co- 
operation with  the  Florida  Experiment  Station  on  marketing  sweet  corn  in 
consumer-sized  packages.     Packaging  at  point  of  production  showed  decided 
advantages  in  retail  labor  costs  end  retail  margins, over  bulk  corn  in 
the  husk.    Also,  less  spoilage  in  the    prepackaged  corn,     But  it  costs  con- 
siderably more  to    prepackage.     Prices  to  consumers  are  slightly  higher, 
ana  returns  to  growers  about  the  same  as  for  bulk  marketing, 

USDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 
Pes  Moines  -  June  12-13  -  Secretary  Chas,  F«  Brcmnan. 

Brett onwood,  U.H.  -  June  19-22  -  Br,  R»i.Tt  Salter,  Chief,  Bur*  Plant  Indus- 
try, Soils  and  Agricultural  Engineering,  Fourth "Annual  Convention  of  Amor~ 
ican  Plant  Food  Council  at  Lib,  "Washington  Hotel© 

St a  Paul  -  June  20-24  -  0,Ee  Reed,  Chief,. Bur.  of  Dairy  Industry,  American 
Dairy  Science  Association  at  University, 

JUUE  11  NETWORK  FARM-Homo  Programs 

NBC  -  National -Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EDT:     1)  "USDA  Headlines,"  Ken 
Gapen,  2)  "June  is  Dairy  Month,"  rath  J,  G,  Cash  and  Mrs,  Kathryn 
Burns  of  University  of  Illinois,  from  Chicago, 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EDT:    1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 

Reynolds)  2)  "4-H  Club  Camp  and  Grange  Meeting,"  from  EGA,  Spokane, 
with  Extension  Editor  Anderson  as  M, 0« 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal  —  2:30  EDT:     1)  "Grass  Puts  More  Food  on 
Table,  and  Fertility  in  Soil,"  Cy  Briggs,  USDA;  2)  "Highlights  of 
IFAP  Meeting,"  from  Toronto,  with  CBC  Farm  Director,  Fergus  Mutric; 
3)  "Early  Summer  Hints  to  the  Homcmaker,"  Virginia  Tatum,  CBS;  4) 
"Magic  of  Art  Welding  on  the  Farm,"  Dick  Bathe,  WGAR,  Cleveland;  5) 
"DDT  Resistant  Flies,"  Dr„  F.C.  Bishopp,  USDA, 


A  GOOD  TILS  TO  GET  OUT  OF  DEBT 

Last  week,  in  commenting  cn  farm  mortgage  trends,  BAE  economists  said 
short-term  debts. might  develop  into  a  more  serious  problem  than  mortgages, 
(See  p.  3  RFD>  Letter, ) 

Well,(the  June  "Agricultural  Situation"*brings  out  that  FARMERS  SHORT- 
TERM  DEBTS*  REACH  POSTWAR  HIGH,    .For  example/  Jan,  1  of  this  year,  they  were 
up  to  $-4.9  billion  6  ,   .compared  with  $2,8  billion  Jan,  1,   *46  ,  ,   &  and 
$3-3-  billion  Jan.  1,  *42»     The  economists  point  out*  that  farmers  have  had  to 
make  heavy  use  of  short-term  credit  to  keep  farming  at  a  high  level.  And,' 
so  far,  relatively  high  incomes  have  prevented  any  extensive  debt  distress. 
But  many  individual  farmers  may  have  borrowed  too  much.     Those  who  have  no 
basis  for  long-term  credit  would  do  Weil  to  reduce  their  debts  in  line  with 
prospective  earnings. 

The  June  "News  for  Farmer  Cooperatives"  develops  this  theme  in  more 
detail  in  A  GOOD  TILE  TO  GST  OUT  OF  DEBT, 

^Release  June  7,  p,m,  • ' 

MACHINERY  SHORTAGE  ABOUT  OVER 

The  wartime  and  postwar  machinery  shortage  is  about  over.     The  manu- 
facturers are  turning  out  more  machinery  the -first  half  of  ' this  year  than 
during  the  same  months  last  year,    Moreover,  the  last  of  this  year,  farmers 
-  are  likely  to  buy  3e  ss  machinery  than  they  did  the  last  half  of  "48,  Buy- 
ing is  likely  to  drop  off  even  more-  in_*50. 

An  article  in  the  June  "Agricultural  Situation"  *points  out  that  farm 
prices  are  lower  than  last  year,  while  farm  machinery  prices  are  the  high- 
est on  record, 

*Release  June  7„  p,  m, 

LEADS  FOR  FARM  SAFETY  FEATURES 

•National  Farm  Safety  Week  is  coming  up  July  24-30,  you  recall. 

For  leads  in -planning  radio  and  TV  safety  features,  you  might  take  a 
look  at  the  lead  article  in  the  June  "Agricultural  Situation,"    Under  the 
title,  FARM  ACCIDENT  TOLL  FOR  1948:    036,000,000;  17,000,000  DAYS,"  it  dis- 
cusses BAETs  study  of  the  main  causes  of  accidents  on  the  farm.     Some  RFD's 
have  built  example  stories  (using  actual  cases)  around- the  leading  *types  of 
accidents, 

•  * 

WORLD  TOBACCO  CROP  UP  SLIGHTLY 

OFAR  estimates  that  the  worl'd  tobacco  harvest  for  the  12  months  end- 
ing in  June' is  7,453  million  pounds, ,,, compared  with  7,315  million  in  *47- 
48,,,, and  6,597  prewar.     The  U8S,  crop  is  well  below  147-48, 


FOOD  PRESERVING  PICTURES  FOR  TV 


Any  of  you  doing  TV  shows  ,  .  e  or  working  at  stations  which  have  farm 
and  homo  TV  shows  •  •  .  may  be  interested  in  a  scries  of  (still)  picture 
stories  put  out  by  TJSDA*s  Press  Service,  for  release  June  29.    They  a  re : 

"Home  Canning  Tomatoes  —  Cold  Pack  Style,"     (Ten  pictures.) 
"Home  Canning  Peaches  the  Cold-Pack  Way."        (Eight  pictures,) 
"Freezing  Peaches  —  a  Modern  Job  Done  a  Modern  Way."  (Five  pictures*) 

The  pictures  give  the  stop-by-stop  operations,  with  text  describing 
the  procedures. 

We'll  bo  glad  to  send  you  1-page  fliers  on  the  picture  stories,  which 
give  reduced  reproductions  of  the  pictures,  along  with  explanatory  material. 
After  looking  them  over,  you  can  order  glossy  prints  of  any  or  all  of  tho 
picture  stories  that  interest  you© 

NEW  PUBLICATIONS 

Hog  Cholera 

Crystal- violet  vaccine  docsn*t  take  effect  for  possibly  2  or  3  weeks, 
but  the  immunity  lasts  for  at  least  the  life  of  market  pigs.     On  the  other 
hand,  anti-hog-cholcra  scrum  takes  effect  immediately,  but  wears  off  quick- 
ly,   A  good  many  folks  have  been  using  the  vaccine  and  serum  together  to 
try.  to  get  immediate,  long- las ting  imunity.    But  USDA  scientists  are  out 
with  further  evidence  that  there  is,  "  No  justification  ,  «  .  for  the  com- 
bined use  of  scrum  and  vaccine,"  —  Circular  No.  807,  "Experiments  on  the 
Combined  Use  of  Crystal-Violet  Vaccine  and  Anti-Hog-Cholora  Serum  in  the 
Prevention  of  Hog  Cholera," 

Sheep  Scab 

The  new  insecticide,  be zone  hexachloride  (BHC),  will  free  sheep  of 
mites  with  1  dipping  ,  ,  ,  as  against  the  2  treatments  required  with  the 
lime-sulphur  and  nicotine  sulfate  dips,     BHC  can  be  used  on  sheep  not  in- 
tended for  immediate  interstate  movement.     But  it  is  not  yet  authorized  for 
official  treatment  of  sheep  to  be  shipped  out  of  the  State,     Reason  is  that 
there  is  as  yet  no  practical  test  to  tell  the  strength  of  the  BHC  mixture 
after  a  number  of  sheep  have  passed  through  the  vat.     Time  to  use  BHC  is 
summer  and  early  fall.     Full  particulars  about  use  in  —  Mi  moo  publication, 
"Sheep  Scab  and  Its  Treatment  with  BHC," 

Range  Sheep  Grazing 

Many  sheepmen  have  gone  broke  doing  the  apparently  logical  thing  of 
stocking  range  heavily  during  favorable  years  ,  ,  ,  and  then  trying  to  scale 
down  during  bad  years  when  forage  is  poor*     Too  heavy  stocking  during  the 
good  years  badly  damaged  the  rangc0    What*s  more,  the  sheepmen  weren't  able 
to  adjust  quickly  enough  to  the  crisis.     To  offer  a  safe  guide  to  producers, 
Forest  Service  scientists  carried  on  a  study,  reported  in  --  Circular  No, 
804,  "Stocking  Northern  Great  Plains  Sheep  Range  for  Sustained  High  Produc- 
tion," 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


RFD'ing  in  Japan 

From  Ralph  Hunter,  who  is  working  with  agricultural  programs  for  U.S. 
Army's  S.CAP  in  Japan,  comes  w or d  that: 

"Since  I  last  wroto  you,  the  agricultural  radio  picture  in  Japan  looks 
more  promising,    Wc  have  effected  a  reorganization  in  the  program  depart- 
ment of  the  Broadcasting  Corporation  of  Japan  to  include  a  Farm  Division, 
and  with  this  as  a  nucleus,  have  been  trying  to  encourage  the  establishment 
of  RFD's  throughout  the  network,    With  Jim  Emerson  (formerly  with  USDA) 
beating  the  information  drum  and  me  blowing  the  radio  horn,  wo  have  toured 
Japan* s  4  main  islands  and  have  succeeded  in  'having  the  Japanese1  o stab lis 
full-time  RFD*s  in  each  one  of  the  7  regional  network  headquarters  and  part 
time  RFD's  in  the  other  40  stations.     Our  meetings  were  on  a  rather  large 
scale  with  Japanese  Agricultural  Extension  personnel,  prc.fectural  informa- 
tion personnel,  radio  personnel,  agricultural  cooperative  representatives, 
and  even  some  'night  soil1  farmers,  as  parti cipants, «•  «We  have  talked  the 
Japanese  Agriculture  and  Forestry  Ministry's  radio  chief  into  starting  an 
RFD  Letter,  and  the  wheels  are  turnings , Your  RED  Letters  have  been  coming 
through  in  great  shape  and  have  been  very  valuable,., «I  have  had  some  of 
them  translated  directly  into  Japanese  as  examples  and  they  have  seized 
upon  the  idea  with  more  enthusiasm  than  wo  ever  expected*     I  penned  a  line 
to  Wallace  Kaddcrly  the  other  day "asking  him  for  some  more  information  re- 
garding the  NARFD  organisation* *»0 

"The  New  Farm  Village  show  is  on  the  air  every  Monday  night  from  8:00 
to  8:30  and  includes  a  10-minute  local  cut-out 'vjhich  every  one  of  the  46 
stations  must  originate  in  its  own  locality*, The  Early  Bird  Show  is  oh 
every  week-day  morning "from  5:30  to  6:00  and  includes  the  usual  weather, 
interviews,  music,  etc,    We  are  building  a  noontime  show  for  the  Second 
Network    of  25  stations  vhich  should  hat  the  air  in  about  2  months « ,  «  , 

"Al  Crews  showed  the  Emperor  one  of  the  first  experimental  television 
screens  in  Japan  a  few  weeks  ago, , . ,Let » s  not  even  talk  about  televising 
farm  shows  for  another  10  years," 

I'd  say  that  letter  calls  for  a  word  of  congratulation  to  Ralph,  Al 
Crews,  Dwight  Hcrrick  and  the  other  Americans  working  on  radio  in  Japan,.,, 
and  a  salute  to  our  fellow  RFD* c  on  the  Japanese  stations. 


On  the  Extension  Front 

Extension  Radio  Editor  B,  A,  Adam  has  boon  grounded  since  that  fall  on 
the  ice  last  winter.  But  now  he  writes,  "Well,  sir,  it's  been  a  c  .  .  long 
time  —  but  at  long  last  —  I'm' up  and  back  on  the  job.  Don't  get  mc  wrong 
I'm  not  running  100-yard  dashes,  but  I  am  voicing  programs  and  going  to  the 
office  A. Mo  and  P.M.  for  a  couple  or  three  hours  each.  And  Brother  -  -  - 
does  it  feel  good  to  be  doing  something  worthwhile,"  Says  he'll  have  to 
wear  a  steel  brace  for  another  3  or  4  months. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 

On  the  Extension  Front  (Cont'd) 

And  from  Gordon  Loudon,  NARFD's  V-P  and  Louisiana' g  Extension  radio 
editor,  comes  word  that  they  have  several  TV  programs  ready  for  showing^ 
"as  soon  as  some  operational  kinks  are  ironed  out." 

Two  Extension  editors  and  1  Extension  youth  editor  will  help  cover 
National  4-H  Club  Camp  here,  June  15  to  22.     They  are  Jack  Spaven'of  Vermont, 
Lcighton  Wat&on  of  West  Virginia,  and  Robert  •  Jarnagin  of  Illinois, 

Radio  Contact  on  Grasshopper  Campaign 

Dave  Hall,  of  USDA's  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine,  is 
heading  west  today  to  ride  herd  inf ormation-v.dsc  on  the  grasshopper  campaign. 
He'll  be  in  Denver  2 "or "3  days  at  the  office  of  Division  of  Grasshopper  Con- 
trol, 131  Speer  Blvd. ... and  then  up  to  July  1  at  the  Division's  office  in 
Sheridan,  Wyo. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M«  Gaper- 
Ass*  t  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosures : 


A  Proclamation  by  the  President  of  the  U. S3 
Reports  on  Development s  in  the  Campaign  for 
the  Eradication  of  Foot-and -Mouth  Disease 


serve 


To  ML 

Radio  Farm  Directors  ■ 


Frwn 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Juno  10,  1949 


GRAIN  STORAGE  PLANS  ANNOUNCED 


One  immediate  practica.1  effect  of  the  grain  storage  program  announced 
this  week  is  to  help  growers  get'  in  a  position  whore  they  don't  have  to  sell 
their  grain  below  the  loan  levels     Recently,  Southwestern  wheat  producers 
have  been  selling  at  as  much  as  50^  below  loan. 

We' mailed  you  earlier  this  week  a  general  release  on  the  program. 
Briefly,     it  provides  for: 

1.  Distress  loans  --  for  wheat  piled  on  the  ground  in  the  dry  areas, 
where  proper  storage  is  not  available. . , .with  farmers  allowed  90  days  to 
provide  satisfactory  storage. 

2.  "  Storage  faci-lity  loans  to-  farmers  --  up  to  85%  of  the  cost  of  farm 
storage. ., .at  4%  interest, ... and  5  years  to  repay.     Under  the  rcsealing  pro- 
gram for  wheat,  corn,  oats,  and  barley,  CCC  will  pay  the  farmer  storage  fees 
... .which  will  help  the  farmer  pay  back  his  loan  to  build  storage  facilities, 

3.  CCC  storage  —  will  be  acquired  whore  other  facilities  are  not 
available. 

At  a  meeting  here  this  morning  of  industry  representatives,  it  was 
brought  out  that  there  is  now  plenty  of  lumber,  plywood,  and  aluminum  for 
storage.    And,  although  steel  is  still  under  allocation,  steps  are  being 
taken  to  get  an  .increased  allotment  for  grain  storage, 

Detailed  procedures  on  the  storage  program  are  being  mailed  out  today. 
Refer  farmers  to  County  AGP  Committees  for  information. 


BAE  today  estimated  the  winter  wheat  crop  at  1,037  million  bushels,,,* 
1q%  above  the  previous  estimate.    With  a  prospective  spring  wheat  crop  of 
300  million  bushels,  the  total  crop  is  forecast  at  1,337  million  bushels,... 
the  second  largest  crop  on  record.    Favorable  weather  in  most  *  Winter  Who  c$ 
country  tended  to  offset  Western  wheat  mosaic  and  hail  losses. 


WHEAT  CROP  ESTIMATE  INCREASED 


COMMODITY  NOTES 


USDA  tapered  off  its  butt or  buying  for  price  support  in  May,,, .but  with 
a  weakness  in  the  butter  market,  especially  in  the  East,  it  bought  twice  as 
much  butter  this  week  as  in  any  previous  week  of  the  support  program.  Of- 
ficials point  out,  howovcr,  that  although  USDA  bought  well  above  a  million 
pounds  this  week,  the  purchases  represent  only  about  3?o  of  this  week*s  total 
butter  production  of  40  million  pounds.    About  1/3  of  the  production  wont 
into  storage. 

The  U.S.  exported  more  cotton  in  April  (589,000  bales)  than  in  any  other 
month  since  the  end  of  the  war.  For  the  first  10  months  exports  are  expected 
to  run  more  than  4  million  bales,,.. or  as  much  as  originally  expected  for  the 
entire  year. 

Proposed  regulations,  standards,  and  grades  for  poultry  and  rabbits  wore 
mailed  out  this  week  as  one  of  the  final  steps  before  making  them  official. 

Freight  rates  on  frozen  fruits  and  vegetables  castbound  from  the  Pacific 
Coast  will  be  cut  25%  as  of  July  1.     PMA  worked  with  the  industry  in  getting 
the  reduction, 

ICC  has  set  hearings  for  July  28  in  Denver  on  proposed  increases  in  mo- 
tor freight  rates  in  the  Rocky  Mountain- Pacific  Coast  region,     FMA  is  inves- 
tigating the  reasonableness  of  the  proposed  increase  and  plans  to  take  part 
in  the  hearings, 

COLOR  TELEVISION  DEMONS T RAT I ON  REPORT 

Maynard  Speece  has  just  returned  from  a  color  TV  demonstration  at  the 
convention  of  the  American  Medical  Association  at  Atlantic  Citya     The  dem- 
onstration was  sponsored  by  Smith,  Kline  and  French  Laboratories  of  Philadel- 
phia, and  presented  by  the  staffs  of  the  School  of  Medicine  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  r.nd  the  Atlantic  City  hospital.     There  were  20  televi- 
sion receivers  showing  surgical  operations  in  the  Atlantic  City  hospital 
whore  the  programs  originated  and  were  carried  by  radio-relay  to  convention 
hall.     The  equipment  is  being  demonstrated  at  a  number  of  medical  conventions 
throughout  the  country  as  a  contribution  to  medical  teaching. 

Equipment-wise  and  in  operation  the  color  television  method  used  is  sub- 
stantially no  more  complex  than  b lack- and -white  television.     The  signals 
from  the  camera  in  the  operating  room  wore  fed  into  a  radio  transmitter 
beamed' at  convention  hall.    Maynard  reports  that  the  picture  quality,  defi- 
nition, and  clarity  of  color  television  is  comparable  to  our  black-and-white 
picture  and  seems  to  have  many  of  the  advantages  of  tcchni-color  movies  over 
black  and  white.     In  talking  to  a  number  of  doctors  and  other  observers  at 
the  convention,  the  impression  was  gained  that  everyone  was  very  much  im- 
pressed with  the  excellence  of  the  colored  television  presentation  of  compli- 
cated surgery  before  the  camera*     Several  times  during  the  doman strati  on, 
arrangements  were' made  to  sec  the  black-and-white  version  of  the  same  opera- 
tion.    In  general,  Maynard  says  he  could  see  the  operation  about  as  well  by 
color  TV  as  by  the  naked  eye. 


I.IORE  MEAT  AHEAD 


The  BAE  cconorni  sts  look  for  moro  pick-up  in  meet  production  the  last 
half  of  thic  year  than  occurred  the -first  half  of  the  year,     (That's  com- 
pared with  the  same  periods  last  year,)    Net  result  will  "be  no  major  slump 
in  production,  or  sharp  price  rise,  such  as  last  summer. 

With  large  supplies  of  feed  grains,  steers  slaughtered  under  Federal 
inspection  in- April  averaged  close  to.- the  heaviest  in  10  years.     The  number 
slaughtered  also  was  running  second  highest  on  record.    After  an  increase 
the  first  quarter,  pork  production  the  second  quarter  dropped  a  little  below 
last  year.    But  with  spring  pigs  moving  to  market.,  production  from  July 
through  Dccemb.-r  is  expected  to  run  considerably  above  last  year, ,  ^especi- 
ally during  the  normally  short  months  of  August  and  September, 

Upshot  is  likely  to  be  that  the  average  person  will  get  a  pound  more 
meat  the  last  half  of  this  year  than  the  last  half  of  '4-8. 

You1 11  find  more  details  in  the  "Livestock  and  Moat  Situation,"  for 
June  13  release.    And  the  Juno  22  Pig  Crop  Report  will  give  further  cues  as 
to  what's  ahead. 


•  USDA  TESTIMONY  Oil  RURAL  HEALTH  PROGRAM 

USEA  went  on  record  this  wook  before  a  House  committee  as  "heartily  in 
favor  of  the  objectives  of  H.R.  4312  and  H.R.  4313,"-  These  bills  would  set 
up  a  comprehensive  national  health  program  for  both  urban  and  rural  people. 

An  important  part  of  the  proposed  program  is  a  national  contributory 
system  of  personal  health  insurance,     Raymond  C,  Smith,  assistant  chief  of 
BAE,  said  the  program  v:ould  increase  the  medical  purchasing  power  of  rural 
families  and  communities  and,  in  time,  reduce  the  disparity  between  rural 
and  urban  people  in  health  services  and  facilities, 

■We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  a  copy  of  Mr.  Smith's  complete  testimony  in 
which!  he  discusses  the  general  rural  health  situation, 

MORE  OF  mCOBE  SPENT  FOR  FOOD  . 

A  USDA  survey  shows  that  city  families  arc  spending  a  higher  percentage 
of  their  incomes  for 'food  than  they  did  early  in  the  war c     In  fact,  in  the 
spring  of  '48,  they  averaged  32%  of  their  weekly  pay  checks  for  food,  com- 
pared with  26%  in  «42,    Enclosed  release  gives  further  details** • .along  with 
the  68  cities  in  34  States  on  which  the  figures  arc  based, 

FATS  AND  OILS  EXPORTS  UP 

The  U.S,  is  sotting  an  all-time  record  so  far  this  yerr  in  exports  of 
fats  and  oils.    Biggest  increases  the  first  3  months  of  this  year  wore  in 
inedible  tallow  and  greases,  lard,  soybeans,  and  flaxseed. 
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FARM  INCOME  DOW 

Farmers  probc.blyvd.il  not  about  10%  less  income  the  first  half  of  this 
year  than  the  first  half  of  last  year, .according  to  BAE's  "Farm  Income 
Situation"  (June  14  release). 

Industrial  production  dropped  in  April  for  the  fifth  month  in  a  row. 
Wholesale  prices  of  industrial  commodities  also  continued  to  weaken  in  May...... 

especially  prices  of  textiles,  metals,  and  building  materials.    And  the  econ- 
omists look  for  a  further  weakening  in  consumer  demand  for  both  agricultural 
and  industrial  products.     They  don*t  expect  a  sharp  reduction,  however. 

Prices  that  farmers  receive  have  been  running  about  10%  below  last  year,s 
average, 

MEW  STYLES  IN  GRASSES 

Back  in  1940,  a  series  of  regional  grassland  conferences  helped  crystal- 
lize a  move  to  apply  to  grasses  the  same  breeding  techniques  that  had  pro- 
duced high -yielding  hybrid  corn,  disease-resistant  small  grains,  and  other 
improved  crops.     The  talk  then  was  of  making  grasses  over  into  "crops"  that' 
would  pay  their  way  on  good  crop  land  in  the  emerging  grassland  agriculture. 
Shortly  thereafter  the  war  interrupted  the  shift  to  grass,, „. as  well  as  the 
scientists*  breeding  'York, 

With  grassland  farming  again  coming  to  the  fore,  the  grass  breeders  are 
again  in  full  swing.    From  USDA  grass  scientists  at  Boltsville,  we  got  a 
sampling  of  some  of  the  improved  grasses  coming  into  the  picture,  and  others 
in  the  making. 

Breeding  Aims 

While  the  scientists  are  working  on  various  problems  with  different 
grasses,  they  are  aiming  at  4  broad  objectives  for  grasses  as  a  group. 

Summer  Hardy  —'From  coast-to-coast,  the  goal  is  grasses  that  will  car- 
ry pastures,  meadows,  and  ranges  through  the  summer  slump,  end  other  periods 
when  forage  is  short.  Back  25  or  30  years  ago,  forage  men  thought  the  solu- 
tion was  in  fertilizer  end  rotation  grazing  —  the  Hohonheim  system,  for  ex- 
ample. Management  is  important,  of  course  --  more  important  with  the  newer, 
improved  grasses  than  with  the  tougher  native  strains.  But  breeding  is  part 
of  the ■ answer. 

Rapid  Recovery  —  Another  goal  is  grasses  that  grow  fast,  and  recover 
rapidly,  after  cutting  and  grazing. 

Legume  Team-mates  —  The  aim  here  is  for  grasses  that  do  not  crowd  out 
the  legumes  in  mixtures. 

Disease  Resistance  --  With  disease  now  recognized  as  being  much  the  same 
problem  with  grasses  as  with  grains  end  other  crops,  breeding  for  disease  re- 
sistance is  a  major  objective. 
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Nov/o r  Grasses  by  Regions  .  , 

Here  arc  examples  of  new  grass  developments  by  regions: 

Northeast        Orchardgrass  isn*t  troubled  as  much  by  weeds  as  some  gras- 
ses... .and  produces  well  in  summer. ,. .but  isn!t  too  popular.     The  scientists 
are  working  on  late -maturing  strains  so  farmers  can  harvest  at  same  time  as 
red  clover  and  alf alf a. , t,and  also  graze  it  after  haying.    One  problem  is  get- 
ting late  maturity  without  losing  winter  hardiness.     They  hope  to  have  some- 
thing for  farmers  in  about  5  years.    At  about  the  same  stage  is  the  work  on 
brome  grass.     The  scientists  are  striving  for  disease  resistance';  which  is  a 
major  factor  in  summer  decline.    Also  for  strains  with  heavier  seed  kernels 
that  give  higher  germination  and  produce  better  stands. 

.   Southeast  —  Here,  where  interest  more  recently  has  been  turning  to 
grass  and  livestock,  a  number  of  newer,  improved  grasses  arc  coming  to  the 
fore.    Among  tho  perennials,  Coastal  Bermuda  --  a  hybrid  —  has  produced 
twice  as  much  beef  to  the  acre  as  common  Bermuda  at  Tifton,  Ga..,,and  is 
proving  better  than  common  Bermuda  throughout  most  of  the  Bermuda  belt.  It 
resists  disease,  cold. ...and  ho.s  other  good  points.     Progress  has  been  slow- 
er in  breeding  Dallisgrass  resistant  to  ergot  disease  (which  reduces  stands 
and  which  may  cause  abortion  and  losses  among  livestock, »and  with  higher 
germination  (35$  is  about  the  highest  with  present  strains).  After  10  or  15 
years  of  little  success,  the  scientists  are  digging  back  into  cytogenetics 
to  try  to  unravel 'the  secrets  of 'Dallisgrass  heredity.     But  in  5  years,  they 
hope  to  have  Bahia  grass  hybrids  more  winter-hardy  for    areas  north  of  the 
Coastal  re gi on, ... and  at  the  same  time,  with  softer  leaves,  and  better  seed- 
ing qualities.     Bahia  grass  is  intended  for  the  sandy  soils, ,, .Coastal  Ber- 
muda for  the  heavy  soils.     Newer  strains  of  tall  fescue  are  coming  along  to 
provide  a  perennial  grass  that  will  survivo  the"  summer  without  grazing,  and 
come  back  in  for  winter  grazing.     Strains  of  Napier  grass  resistant  to  eye- 
spot,.,, and  with  more  leaf,,,, arc  being  distributed  to  farmers  —  chiefly 
dairy  farmers  because  it  has  to  be  cultivated.    And  a  scientist  in  Missis- 
sippi is  making  headway  in  crossing  annuals  with  Johnson  grass  to  make  it 
less  of  a  weed  problem. 

Among  the  annuals,  Tift  Sudan  foundation  seed  is  already  available  of 
strains  that  do  not  "fire"  as  badly  (because  of  disease)  as  regular  Sudan. 
And  a  poarlmillot  hybrid        almost  as  outstanding  as  the  hybrid  corns  --  may 
be  available  in  the  next  3  or  4  years  that  carries  a  lot  of  leaf,  and  that 
can  be  harvested  (for  seed)  with  a  combine;  it!s  almost  equal  to  Sudan. 

Corn  Belt  —  One  of  the  more  recent  grasses  is  Lincoln  brome  grass  which 
meets  the  need  for  a  variety  that  will  seed  in  the  U.S.  (100,000  lbs.  last 
year),.., and  which  is  leafy,  with  early  seedling  vigor.     Also  Achenbach 
(brought  out  several  years  ago)  is  well  adapted  to  the  Corn  Belt  and  Central 
latitudes.     The  problem  now  is  to  get  better  seeding  strains.     Newer  strains 
of  timothy  have  been  brought  out  by  Ohio  and  Minnesota  that  last,  longer  into 
the  summer,  and  resist  disease. ,. .with ■ other  Statos  having  now  strains  in  the 
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Newer  Grasses  by  Regions  (Cont'd) 

making.    For  heavy,  poorly-drained  soils  in  the  Southern  Corn  Belt  (not 
adapted  to  orchard  grass),  the  scientists  arc  working  toward  strains  of  tall 
fescue  with  leaves  less  coarse  and  that  mix  better  with  legumes.    For  weT"" 
soils ,  they  are  working  on  Reed  canary  grass,  resistant  to  disease,  with  more 
leaf,  and  less  shattering  of  seed. 

Great  Plains  —  With  Plains  farmers  apparently  approaching  the  time  to 
put  a  lot  of  wheat  land  back  into  grass,  several  improved  grasses  are  avail- 
able or  in  the  offing.    For  the  Northern  Plains,  the  scientists  are  after 
crostcd  wheat grass  with  more  loaf,  and  heavier  seed  to  insure  a  stand  under 
unfavorable  conditions. ,, ,but  no  prediction  as  to  when  they  may  have  it,  A 
new  strain  of  bromc  grass  in  the  experimental  plots  does  better  in  dry  wea- 
ther, and  has  4/b  more  protein,  than  other  varieties. «. .but  no  predictions 
here  either,    Mandan  vdld  rye,  in  combination  with  sweet clover  in  short  ro- 
tations, offers  early  spring  pasture  until  the  native  range  grasses  are 
ready.    And  the  scientists  arc  trying  to  lick  the  seed  problem  with  Russian 
wild  rye,  which  carries  on  later  into  the  summer  than  crested  wheert  grass. 

In  the  Southern  Plains,  Kansas  developed  strains  of  buffalo  grass  that 
can  be  combined  (for  seed),  and  have  more  leaf.     The  problem  now  is  in  stir- 
ring Up  interest  in  it.    Within  5  years,  seed  may  be  available  for  Sandlove 
grass,  which  is  very  palatable,  early  spring  grass  that  grov/s  on  dry,  sandy 
soil.    And  within  5  years  seed  may  be  available  of  Tuscon  side  oats  gramma 
with  better  leaf,  end  heavier  seed  that  doesn't  shatter. 

Intormountain  —  Strains  of  tall  wheatgrass  with  alkali  tolerance,  and 
drought  resistance  may  be  generally  available  in  2  or  3  years,,., and  limited 
supplies  of  seed  arc  available  of  stiffhair  wheatgrass  which  is  drought  re- 
sistant and  a  good  seed  producer  in  the  northern  part  of  the  Intormountain 
region.     One  strain  of  slender  wheatgrass  is  available  in  Washington  that  can 
be  used  on  cultivated  land  with  swectclovcr  as  pasture  for  sheep  during  lamb- 
ing,   A  new  strain  of  mountain  bromo  can  be  used  in  trying  to  lick  seed  pro- 
duction problems  with  improved  wheatgrass os  and  bromc  developed  in  the  higher 
altitudes  which  don't  seed  successfully  at  those  altitudes. 

Pacific  Coast  —  Work  is  under  way  on  tall  fescue, , ..with  softer  leaves, 
and  disease  resistance, ,. .adapted  to  the  East  and  irrigated  sections.  Breed- 
ing is  also  in  progress  to  develop  perennial  ryegrass  resistant  to  blind  seed 
disease.    And  there  arc  prospects  in  another  5  years  of  strains  of  Harding 
grass  in  which  the  seed  doesn't  shatter  as  badly  as  with  present  strains. 

We've  merely  hit  a  few  highlights  as  leads  or  inspirations  for  you  to 
go  to  your  local  State  experiment  station  and  USDA  scientists  for  stories. 

Next  weekj  we  hopo  to  give  you  a  background  piece  on  the  second  big 
stop  in  the  grass  program  —  plans  to  provide  seed  for  forage  crops. 


EXTENSION  VISUALS  FOR  TV 


Any  of  you  doing,  or  facing,  television  would  do  well  to  take  a  look 
at  the  June  "Extension  Service  Review."  It- is  a  "Visual -Aids"  issue  from 
cover  to  cover. .. .tying  in  with  the  Visual  Workshop  to  be  held  at  Cornell 
in  July, 

Hot  that  you'll  even  find  TV  mentioned  in  the  20-some  pages.  Moreover, 
many  of  the  suggestions  and  ideas  need  modification  for  TV.    But  the  vari- 
ous stories  give  you  a  cross  section  of  what  some  of  the  more  visual-minded 
State  Extension  services  and  local  agents  are  doing.... and  the  type  of  vis- 
ual helps  you  might  hope  for,  or  encourage,  for  your  show0 

Skimming  through  the  Review,  you  find  an  Oregon  agricultural  engineer 
with  a  model  of  a  silo  that  he  used  in  demonstrations.    A  New  York  county 
agent  tells  about  the  consumer  appeal  in  a  potato  exhibit  that  helped  make 
it  click,    A  California  visuals  specialist  explains  simplified  charts. 

Moving  into  photography,  you'll  find  a  county  agent  showing  a  homemade 
gadget  for  his  camera  to  allow  him  to  take  close-ups  of  insects  or  whatnot. 
Several  stories  go  into  slides.    A  Mississippi  agent  has  farmers  talk  about 
the  slides  on  the  screen  --  a  technique  which  should  work  for  TV,  too.  An 
Illinois  agent. .. .when  showing  slides  illustrating  poor  conservation  prac- 
tices, ,,  .reverses  thorn  so.  no  one  wi 11  recognize  hi s ' own  or  his  neighbor's 
farm.     From  Mimesota,  comes  an  idea  for  a  good  shipping  box  for  slides. 

You'll  also  find  discussion  of  flannelgraphs,  chalk  talks  —  even  peep 
shows,  which  might  have  a  germ  of  an  idea  for  TV. 

JUNE  18  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EDT :    1)  "USDA  Headlines,"  Ken 
Gapen,  2)  "National  4-H  Club  Camp,"  with  Joe  Tonkin,  USDA, 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EDT:     1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana  -  - 
Reynolds,  2)  "4-H  Broadcast  from  Jefferson  Memorial,"  with  Jack  Spa-? 
von,  Extension  Editor,  Vermont, 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal  ■ —  2:30  EDT:     1)  "Washington  Farm  Legislative 
Outlook,"  Fred  Baily,  Editor  of  "Washington  Reporter" j  2)  "Picking  Corn 
All  Through  the  Night,"  Sam  Reck,  Extension  Editor,  New  Jersey;  3) 
"National' 4-H  Club  Camb.,"  Virginia  Tatum,  CBS;  4)  "Farmers*  Grain  Stor- 
age Plans,"  Harry  Campbell,  WBBM,  Chicago;  5)  "Faming  (Mushrooms )  Un- 
der Ground,"  Stuart  Wilson,  !7KBN,  Youngs town. 


INTER-REGIONAL  LIVESTOCK  MEET  JUNE  21-24 

An  intor-rcgional  Extension  livestock  conference  will  be  h~ld  at  the 
State  4-H  club  camp  at  Jackson's  Mill,  June  21-24,  and  will  include  repre- 
sentatives from  the  Northeast,  South,  and  Midwest,     The  program  covers  the 
livestock  situation,  grading,  meat-type  hogs,  prepackaging  meat  for  retail 
sale. 
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AMONG  OURSELVES 


WOW  Sponsors  Another  Farmer  Tour 

RFD  Mai  Hansen  of  WOW  in  Omaha  is  following  up  last  fall»s  big  f aimer 
tour  of  Europe  with  a  tour  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  with  brief  visits  into 
Canada  and  Mexico.     The  party  --  traveling  at  their  own  expense       will  vis- 
it model  farms,  irrigation  and  conservation  projects,  cattle  ranches,  or- 
chards and  citrus  raising  areas.     The  tour  is  scheduled  for  the  last  half  of 
Sept ember. 

On  the  Extension  Front 


Illinois  College  of  Agriculture  and  Extension  played  host  to  300  press 
and  radio  people  at  the  first  annual  Illinois  Press  and  Radio  Field  Day, 
June  3-4.    Most  of  them  were  brought  in  by  county  agents  from  their  respec- 
tive counties.     In  a  discussion  period,  the  RFDTs  stressed  the  importance 
of  getting  right  to  the  point  in  the  simplest  farm  language  possible. 

Burnis  Arnold  of  Oklahoma  reports  that  he  and  his  folks  took  their  first 
fling  in  TV  with  a  500-foot  movie  for  WKY-TV  from  the  annual  State  4-H  Club 
Round-up  on  the  Campus,    Beginning  June  10,  "we  are  working  a  regular  weekly 
TV  feature  with  Sandy  Saunders,  WKY  Farm.  Director,  using  mostly  specialists 
from  the  State  Extension  office,  with  some  local  Extension  agents," 

Arc  Tel ding  Contest  Announced 

The  Lincoln  Arc  Welding  Foundation  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  is  announcing 
its  second  agricultural  award  and  scholarship  program.    Awards  totaling 
$25,000  are  to  be  made  to  farmers,  agricultural  workers,  and  others, 

Boaty  Household  Expands 

With  the  renowned  wisdom  of  his  pater,  William  Barton  Boaty  entered  the 
household  of  WBAP  Boaty  Juno  5  with  his  first  public  statement,  "This  grain 
storage  problem  is  serious,"     Or,  at  least,  so  says  proud  papa  Layno,  • 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M»  Gap cn  ■ 
Ass*t  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


Enclosur  ;s 


Additions  to  List  of  RFD's 

City  Families  Spend  Average  of  Z2%  of  Income  for  Food 
Nat»l  Farm  Safety  Week  poster 
Agricultural  Outlook  Digest 


RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

"    "  June  17,  1949 

BRANNAN  TESTIFIED  ON  HOG  PAYMENT  PLAN 

As  a  specific  stop  in  his  proposed  now  farm  program,  Secretary  Brannan 
today  testified  before  the  Senate  Committee  on  Agriculture  in  favor  of  a 
bill  to  support  hog  prices  through  payments  to  producers. 

Taking  note  of  a  general  downward  trend  in  hog  prices  in  recent  months, 
the  Secretary  cited  the  8%  increase  in  last  fall's  pig  crop,,,, and  farmers' 
intentions  to  breed  14$  more  sows  for  farrowing  this  spring,,    With  prospects 
of  more  pork  ori  the  market  than  in  several  years,  he  emphasized  "the  need 
for  immediate  authority  to  carry  out.  effective,  efficient  price  support 
when  such  supports  become  necessary  under  the  law**' 

Mr,  Brannan  said  the  only  reasonable  possibility  under  present  author- 
ization is  to  buy  pork  and  pork  products.     But  he  said  that,  under  the  pur- 
chase program,  it  "would  be  virtually  impossible  to  assure  support  levels 
for  all  producers,"    Moreover,  it- would  be  "difficult  and  costly  to  handle, 
store,  and  dispose  of  the  pork  products  acquired,"    And  the  program  would 
be  complicated,  and  would  discourage  U.  S,  consumption.    Secretary  Brannan 
said  the  proposed  production  payments  would  meet  those  problems,  and  would 
cost  no  more  than  the  purchase  approach,  if  as  much. 


We'll  be  glad  to  send  you  the  full  text  of  Mr,  Brannan' s  testimony. 


PROCLAMATION  DUE  SOON  ON  WHEAT 

As  we  go  to  press,  it's  still  uncertain  as  to  when  the  Secretary  will 
make  a  determination  about  the  possible  neod  for  wheat  allotments  and  mar- 
keting quotas.     The  determination  cannot  bo  made  for  at  least  10  days  after 
publication  in  the  Federal  Register  of  a  notice  that  a  dot or mi nation  is  to 
be  made.    And  the  Federal  Register  statement  has. not  yet  been  made. 

Meanwhile,  US  DA  is  getting  set  for  a  referendum  —  if  and  when  the 
Secretary  should  proclaim  marketing  quotas  are  needed.     One— day  wheat  mar- 
keting quota  conferences  arc  scheduled  for  Washington,  D,C,,  June  22,,,, 
Chicago,  June  24,,,, and  Denver,  June  25  to  continue  field  preparation  for  a 
possible  referendum. 


PEE-VTEW  OF  WlEAT  SITUATION 
(Hold  for  BAE  "Wheat  Situation"  release) 

As  wo  wait  for  a  decision  on  tho  need  for  wheat  allotments  end  quotas, 
wo  havo  a  preliminary  draft  of  BAE ' s  "Whoat  Situation"  —  scheduled  for  rc- 
loaso probably  the  last  of  next  week* 


In  this  preliminary  draft,  the  economists  say  the  largest  prospective 
U.S.  Wheat  supplies  on  record, ,, ,and  a  slight  falling  off  in  demand, ,,, arc 
producing  difficult  distribution  problems  for  wheat  producers*"    They  esti- 
mate '49-50  wheat  supplies  at  about  1,535  million  bushol s, , , .compared  with 
the  previous  record  of  1,600  million  in  '42-43.    An  estimated  U.S.  use  of 
635  million  bushels  would  leave  about  950  million  for  export  in  '49-50  and 
carry-over  July  1,   '50,     If  exports  rem  450  million  bushels,  the  July  1,  r50 
carry-over  would  be  about  500  million  bushels. 

Please  do  not  use  this  information  until  BAE's  "Wheat  Situation"  is  rc- 
1 eased, 

AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 

US  DA  announced  several  price  support  actions  this  week,    CCC  will  make 
price  support  loans  to  producers  on  '49-crop  American  upland  cot ten  at  90% 
of  the  parity  price  as  of  Aug,  1, " '49. , , , ,49-crop  peanuts  also  will  be  sup- 
ported at  90/b"of  parity  as  of  Aug*  l,,,,Thc  »49  tobacco  loan  program  also 
was  announced, 

-  0  - 

The  International  Pollination  and  Bee  Pasturage  Conference  vd.ll  be  held 
on  the  University  of  Washington  Campus, ""Seattle,  July  12-15,, And  the 
Friends  of  the  Land  and  Ohio  University  will  sponsor  the  8th  annual  confer- 
ence on  conservation,  nutrition,  and  health  at  Athens,  June  25-26,     The  con- 
ference will  be  devoted  to  the  health  aspects  of  tho  nation's  water  supply. 

Thirty-one  International  Farm  Youth  Exchange  delegates  from  22  States 
will  leave  for  Europe  June  20-21, , , .accompanied  by  E.F.  Aiton  of  Federal 
Extension, 

Extension  Director  Eildco  of  Iowa  Extension  is  retiring  June  30..,, to 
bo  succeeded  by  Dr.  Floyd  Andre,  an  Iowa  State  graduate  who  at  one  time 
was  with  USDA* 

-  0  - 

With  1,795  cases  of  " sloe ping  sickness"   (equine  encephalomyelitis)  re- 
ported from  35  States  in  '48,  the  disease  was  at  the  lowest  ebb  in  the  14 
years  covered  by  USDA's  survey.    Estimates  are  that  about  257,500  animals 
wore  vaccinated. 

The  sav.'fly  is  estimated  to  havo  caused  losses  of  about  577,000 'bushels 
of  wheat  in  Montana  in  '48... .and  2,583,000  bushels  in  North  Dakota. 

^sS#  grain  exports  for  '48-49  are  breaking  all  previous  records, ,,  .with 

experts  of  700  million  bushels  forecast  for  the  year.     (See  enclosure.) 


PROGRESS  MADE  ON  WHEAT  AGREEMENT 


This  week,  the  Senate  ratified  the  International  Wheat  Agreement,  The 
agreement  now  awaits  Presidential  action. 

As  to  the  rest  of  the  major  wheat  exporters,  Canada  has  formally  rati- 
fied,   Australia  has  not,     (Argentina,  of  course,  dropped  out  of  the  nego- 
tiations, ) 

Most  of  the  importing  countries  have  yet  to  ratify.    But  the  fact  that 
their  representatives  signed  the  agreement  is  taken  as  a  pretty  good  indica- 
tion that  their  parliamentary  bodies  (just  as  our  Senate  did)  will  give  for- 
mal approval.    They  have  until  July  1  to  ratify.    If  accepted  by  the  pro- 
scribed number  of  countries,  the  agreement  goes  into  effect  not  later  than 
Sept,  1, 

The  International  Wheat  Council  is  scheduled  to  meet  here  July  5  to 
work  out  plan  to  implement  the  agreement,     (See  enclosure, ) 

QUESTIONS  ANSWERED  ON  GRAIN  STORAGE  LOANS 

With  the  grain  storage  program  in  full  swing  throughout  the  country, 
we*re  enclosing  answers  to  some  of  the  more  important  questions  about  loans 
to  farmers  to  build  farm  storage. 

The  Q  &  A  statement  explains,  for  example,  that  cost  of  the  storage 
structure  includes  all  out-of-pocket  cost  except  the  usual  farm  labor.  It 
points  out,  too,  that  the  storage  structure  must  meet  the  standards  of  stor- 
age set  under  the  price-support  program.    Sec  enclosure  for  other  details, 

FARM  SHARE  OF  FOOD  DOLLAR  DROPS 

For  tho  first  time  since  May  *43,  farmers  havo  been  getting  less  than 
half  the  consumer^  food  dollar, or  only  49/  in  April,,,, compared  with  a 
peak  of  55/  several  times  between  Nov,   *45  and  Jan,  t48, 

BAETs  "Marketing  and  Transportation  Situation"  (June  17)  also  reports 
that  the  retail  price  of  a  "market  basket"  of  foodstuffs  dropped  8%  from 
the  all-time  high  in  July  '48  to  April  f49.     The  entire  drop  came  out  of 
tho  farm  value, 

SELLING  HOGS  ON  MERIT 

Hog  producers  in  your  audience  will  be  interested  in  the  information  on 
HOG' SELLING  ON  A  MERIT  BASIS  in  the  May  "Marketing  Activitio s. "    The  Packers 
and  Stockyards  Act  requires  livestock  agencies  to  furnish  "reasonable  sell- 
ing services"    to  producers, , which  means  the  agencies  must  take  into  ac- 
count conformation  and  finish  as  well  as  weight.     In  other  words,  selling 
just  on  weight  is  not  enough.     The  P&S  Division  took  action  to  establish 
merit  selling  of  hogs  at  public  markets  early  in  '48,    In  general,  results 
so  far  have  been  encouraging. 


FORAGE  SEED  PLAU 


After  several  years*  work,  a  USDA  scientist  working  with  the  Georgia 
Experiment  Station  developed  an  important  new  grass  for  the  Southeast,  It's 
Tift  Sudan  --  that  doesn't  fire  from  diseases  as  badly  as  regular  Sudan, 
By  1943,  it  was  released  for  general  distribution.     Seed  supplies  got  up  to 
about  200  thousand  pounds,     But  --  even  though  responsible  growers  were 
handling  the  seed  —  it  got  mixed  with  other  strains  in  harvesting  and  hand-' 
ling.    And  scon,  there  was  virtually  none  of  the  pure  Tift  Sudan  to  be  found. 
The  USDA  scientist  —  Dr,  Glenn  Burton- -got  busy  rcselecting  the  grass.  To 
paraphrase,  it  was  a  little  like  "hunting  a  seed  in  a  haystack."    But,  by 
last  year,  he  had  corralled  25  pounds  of  seed,     Prom  this  he  produced  150 
pounds  of  seed.     This  year,  the  hope  is  to  produce  12,000  pounds  of  founda- 
tion seed,    A  new  improved  grass  --  nearly  lost  --  is  coming  back  into  pro- 
duction. 

What  happened  to  Tift  Sudan  is  an  extreme  example.    But  it  illustrates 
a  general  problem  in  maintaining  and  distributing  seed  of  improved  grasses 
and  legumes.     Take  Buffalo  alfalfa.    Eight  years  old.     Only  325,000  pounds 
of  seed  this  year  against  need  for  20  million  pounds.      Or  Cumberland  red 
clover.    Developed  12  yeeirs  ago.     But  still  only  enough  seed  for  New  Jersey 
farms,  with  the  crop  adapted  to  10  States,    Not  enough  seed  to  permit  putting 
on  an  educational  campaign  with  farmers. 

With  the  country  facing  a  major  shift  to  forage  crops  f  it  will  need 
lots  of  seed  of  these  and  other  forage  crops  —  including  the  new  grasses 
discussed  in  last  week's  RED  Letter,     Tentative  aims  for  the  Corn  Belt,  for 
example,  call  for  a  25%  shift  from  row  to  forage  crops.    Barely  enough  seed 
is  available  for  present  plantings,  not  to  mention  the  increases  planned, 

few  Seed  Plan  Launche  d 

To  help  moot  those  needs,  Ste.tc  and  Federal  forage  crops  men,  crop  im- 
provement associations,  and  commercial  seedsmen,  this  year  launched  a  nation- 
ride  program  to  develop  and  distribute  foundation  seed  of  small -seeded  grass- 
es and  legumes. 

This  is  how  the  plan  works : 

1,  A  now  grass  or  legume  —  let's  call  it  X-Variety  —  is  released  in 
a  particular  State, 

2,  Breeders  of  the  region  agree  that  it  is  a  good  variety.     The  plan- 
ning committee  for  the  National  Foundation  Seed  Increase  Plan  looks  at  all 
data  and  decides  X-Variety  should  become  part  of  the  National  Foundation 
Increase  Program.     The  amount  needed,  and  prices  to  be  paid,  are  decided, 

3,  An  "increase11  program  is  set  up  in  the  seed-producing  States, 

4,  CCC  supplies  funds  to  purchase  the  foundation  seed  —  with  farmers 
producing  the  seed  under  contract  with  CCC,,,, if  no  other  means  of  financing 
is  available. 


NEW  FORAGE  SEED  PLAN  (CONT'D) 


Now  Seed  Plan  Launched  (Cont'd) 

5.  CCC  asks  the  National  Foundation  Sood  Planning  Committee  to  appor- 
tion the  foundation  sood  among  States  asking  to  produce  re  gist  ere d  seed, 

6.  Production  of  certified  seed  for  general  farm  use.,., with  growers 
and  the  regular  seed  trade  handling  sales  to  farmers. 

Plans  Hade  for  '49 

Week  before  last,  members  of  the  Planning  Committee  for  the  Foundation 
Seed  Increase  Program  met  here  in  Washington  to  make  plans  for  1949,  The 
committee  reviewed  progress  with  the  3  crops  in  the  program  this  years 

Atlantic  Alfalfa  --  This  crop  was  developed  at  the  New  Jersey  Experiment 
Station.     It  is  a  high  yieldcr,  well  adapted  to  the  Eastern  humid  region, 
as  far  west  as  Ohio,  and  southward  to  North  Carolina.     Foundation  seed  is 
being  produced  this  summer  in  Utah,  California,  and  Wyoming.     The  goal  is 
20,000  pounds  of  foundation  seed  for  future  plantings  to  produce  registered 
and  certified  seed* 

Kenland.Red  Clover  —  Developed  by  Kentucky  Experiment  Station  and  USDA.  It 
yields  well,  resists  Southern  anthracnosc  (serious  in  the  Southern  red  clo- 
ver bolt),  and  tends  to  stay  down  for  2  years  of  hay  harvest  as  against  1  yr 
for  most  clovers.     Breeders1  seed  was  put  out  this  year  to  produce  founda- 
tion seed  in  Washington,  Oregon,  Montana,  Idaho,  Utah,  Virginia,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.     The  goal  is  75  to  100  thousand  pounds  of  found 
ation  seed  for  future  s codings  to  produce  registered  and  certified  seed. 

Tift  Sudan  —  Foundation  seed  being  grown  this  year  in  Oregon,  California, 
and  Georgia*  Goal  is  for  12,000  pounds  of  foundation  seed  for  next  year's 
seeding  to  produce  registered  and  certified  seed. 

Future  Plans 

As  the  new  program  shakes  down,  the  plan  is  to  include  other  improved 
varieties  of  small  grasses  end  legumes  of  the  forage  typo. 

With  the  type  of  plan  under  way,  the  hope  is  to  greatly  speed  up  dis- 
tribution of  now  varieties.     The  aim  is  for  50  million  pounds  of  Kenland 
red  clover  seed  a  year  by  1956.     In  3  seed  generations  (6  years),  it  is 
possible  to  produce  50  million  pounds  a  year.    Similarly,  under  this  plan, 
the  forago  crop  men  think  that  in  3  years  they  can  produce  enough  Tift 
Sudan  to  moot  needs, - 

The  plan  is  to  carry  1  year's  supply  of  foundation 4 sood  in  reserve  to 
guard  against  years  of  crop  failure. 


EEW  FORAGE  SEED  PLAN  (CONT'D) 


C  orami t  t  o  c  Momb  p r  s 

Committee  momb  or  s  attending  the  meeting  here  included  the  following 
State  Experiment"  Station  representatives:     K.H,  ICLagcs,  Idaho  j  R.D.  F.-rcor, 
Montana j  L.F.  Grabor,  Wisconsin;  D.P.  Beard,  Ohio ;  T.H,  Rogers,  Alabama; 
A.A.  Johnson,  ITow  York;  A.O.  Kuhn,  Maryland,     Representing  the  Internationa 
Crop  Improvement  As  so  c  iati  on  v/cre  dTf.  Board,  Ohio  State;  and  F.G,  Parsons, 
University  of  California ,     The  American  Seed  Trade  Association  was  reprcsen 
tod  by  Stanley"  Fo'lcom  of  Minneapolis r  and  Lloyd  Arnold,  Nov/  Haven.  USDA 
members  of  the  committee  are  W,M.  Myers  and  C.S.  Garrison  of  the  Bureau  of 
Plant  Industry,  Soils,  and  Agricultural  Engineering;  and  F.D.  Entormille  an 
A,S,  Dahl,  Production  and  Marketing  Administration. 

JUNE  25  NETWORK  FARM-HOME  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Heme  Hour        1:00  EDT :     I)  "USDA  Headlines,"  Ken. 
Gapcn;  2)  "Recognition  of  Iowa  State's  Dean  of  Agri culture , " 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EDT:  1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 
Reynolds;  2)  "Hew  Dairy  Breeds  and  a  Saluto  to  June  Dairy  Month,'' 
"with  transcription  from  Texas  Extension. 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal  —  2:30  EDT:     1)  "Minnesota  Meets  Her  Dairy 
Problems,"  with  RFD  Larry  Hacg- of  WGCO  in  Minneapolis  and  dairy  farm- 
mcrs  and  processors;  2)  "The  Story  of  Ice  Cream,"  with  Robert  llorth 
of  International  Association  of  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers;  3)  "Small 
Town  (Macclesfield,  N.C.)  Makes  Good,"  with  Virginia  Taturi,  CBS;  4) 
"St,  Louis*  Now  Produce  Market,"  with  RFD  Ted  TTa:igncr  of  KMOX  in  St, 
Louis;  4)  reports  on  meeting  of  Friends  of  Land  in  Columbus,  and 
American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers  in  East  Lansing  (both 
tentative) , 

FAO  COUNCIL  MEETS  IN  PARIS, 

The  FAO  Council  opened  a  2-wcok  session  in  Paris  Monday  of  this  week, 

Ed  Dodd,  Director-General,  gave  the  conference  a  graphic  picture  of 
gnawing  hunger. , . .and  di seasc , . . ,as  major  underlying  causes  "of  much  of  the 
social  and  political  unrest"  in  Asia  and  other  troublo  spots  he  visited  in 
recent  months.    World  rice-  production  is  still  below  prewar,  while  the  pop- 
ulation in  Southeast  Asia  has  increased  by  possibly  85  million  in  the  past 
10  years. 

Along  vdth  a  review  of  the  world  food  situation, "the  council  is  taking 
up  pirns  to  finance  agricultural  development  pro jeets, .. .including  dams  for 
flood  control,  irrigation,  and  power,,,. now  roads,  cenals,  and  railways  to 
move  food, 9 processing  and  refrigeration  plants, ,,, expanded  farm  nr. chine ry 
production,  etce  The  council  also  is  looking  into  the  problem  of  world  dol- 
lar shortage,  and  the  war-born  distortions  in  world  trade  irhich  created  the 
sho rtage. 


GLEANINGS  FROM  NARFD  LETTER 


Here  are  a  few  gleanings  from  a  very  meaty  issue  of  the  NARFD  news- 
letter which  has  come  to  our  desk: 

The  fourth  annual  National  Farm  Field  Day* sponsored  by  WMT,  Cedar 
Rapids,  f arm  a gencies ,  and  commercial  organizations, ,, .is  scheduled  for 
July  29  at  the  Delaware  county/ fair  grounds,  Manchester,  Iowa,    R.FD  Chuck 
Worcester  says  farm  and  home  storage  will  be  the  feature. 

Milton  Bliss  of  WHA  reminds  RFD's  of  their  invitation  to  attend  the 
American  Institute  of  Cooperation  at  the  University  of  Wisconsin,  Aug,  22- 
26,    HeP"sa;ys  Dr.  KarT  Butler,  president  of  the  Institute,  will  be  glad  to 
arrange  a  special  session  with  RFD's. 

About  30  RFD*s  had  indicated  (at  the  time  the  NARFD  Letter  went  to 
press)  they  expected  to  attend  the  RFD  session  in  Detroit,  June  20-22 e  A 
large  number  of  others  had  not  been  heard  from.    The  program  includes  visit 
to  industrial  plants,  dinners,  etc. 

Bob  Child  reports  that  29  Cornell  Farm  and  Home  Week  features  were  fed 
to  the  Rural  Radio  Network. ,which  merged  last  April  with  Cornell's  sta- 
tion, WHCU,    The  station  has  a  TV  application  pending.    Bob  says  "the  stra- 
tegic locatioln  of  the  six  upstate  Rural  Radio  Network  Stations  is  consid- 
ered ideal  for  the  relay  operation  of  television." 

At  the  RFD  session  in  Washington,  D.C.,  last  month,  some  of  the  NARFD 
officers  and  regional  chairmen  recommended  that  future  Washington  sessions 
be  held  just  before  or  after  National  4-H  Club  Camp.    Also,  that  periodi- 
cally (perhaps  starting  in  !50)  regional  meetings  be  substituted  for  the 
Washington  meeting. 

John  Douglass  of  ABC  in  Australia  givos  an  excellent  round-up  of  lat- 
est developments  and  experiences  in  agricultural  broadcasting  "down  under" 
,.,,and  Fergus  Mutrie  of  CBC  in  Canada  sketches  the  present  dilemma  of  the 
Canadian  farmers. 


USDA  OFFICIAL  TRAVEL 

San  Franci  sco  -  June  19-July  1  -  Dr.  Hazel  K.  Stiebeling,  Chief,  Bur,  of 
Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics;  and  June  27- July  1  -  Dr.  Callie  Mae 
Coons,  Ass't  Chief  -  American  Home  Economics  Ass'n  Annual  Meeting,  Contact 
Sir  Francis  Drake  Hotel, 

Cheyonne,  Wyo,  -  June  20-23  -  Claude  R,  WIckard,  Administrator,  Rural  Elec, 
Admin.,  REA  Field  Staff  Conference.     Plains  Hotel. 

Chicago  -  June  27-50  -  Wickard,  Staff  Conference,     Congress  Hotel. 

CHICK  OUTPUT  CONTINUES  HIGH 
Hatcheries  turned  out  30%  more  chicks  in  May  than  May  last  year. 


.  a  m 


among  OURSELVES 

103  Educational  Radio  Sections 

"There  are  now  103  owned  and  operated  educational  stations,"  according 
to  Dr.  Franklin  Dunham,  Chief  of  Educational  Uses  of  Radio  of  the  Office  of 
Educati  on. 

In  a  story  in  the  May- June  Federal  Radio  Educational  Committee  bulle- 
tin, he  is  quoted  as  saying,  "There  are  34  All  stations  owned  by  colleges 
and  universities,  one  AM  station  owned  by  a  school  system  (Portland,  Oreg.), 
and  58  FM  stations," 

Oregon  Holds  Open  House 

Latest  of  the  Land  Grant  College  "open  house?"  for  HFD»s  and  others  to 
ccr.o  to  our  attention  was  held  by  Oregon  Extension,    Assistant  to  the  Direc- 
ts r  Jean  School  r  ports  to  Federal  Extension  here  that :     1)  A  transcribed 
prcgran  bas  d  on  the  field  day  was  broadcast  by  a  Portland  station;  2)  a 
show  was  transcribed  by  another  Portland  stdti  n  from  a  tip  it  get  at  the 
field  day.     Just  to  ncntion  a  few  specifics. 

Farm  writers  also  attended. 


Out -of -Town  "visitors 

Among  the  visitors  in  town  for  the  National  4-H  Club  Camp  arc  Po.ul 
Visser,  who  has  been  carrying  on  1TBC  '  s  agricultural  activities  since  Bill 
Drips  resigned.. ,. Jerry  Seaman,  who  handles  the  Alii s -Chalmers  account  for 
Gittins  Advertising  Agency. .and  Charles  Karr  of  the  Tractor  Division  of 
Allis-Chalmors.     These  men  also  have  been  talking  shop  with  folks  around 
USDA. 

ing  out  on  4--H  Camp  publicity  are  Extension  Editors  Jack  Spa  von  of 
Vermont  and  Leight on  Watson  of  West  Virginia. ., .and  Youth  Editor  Robert 
Jarnagin  of  Illinois. 

Cordially, 

H&h  Alston. 

Kenneth  M.  Gapcn 
AssTt  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 

Enclosures : 

Grain  Exports  Setting  Hew  High  Record 
Fact  Sheet  on  Rotonone  Insecticides 

CCC  Loans  to  Farmers  for  Construction  of  Farm  Storage  Facilities 
Lending  Agencies  and  the  CCC  Farm  Storage  Loan  Program 
Chedrmcn  and  Secretaries  USDA  State  Councils  -  1949 
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terra? 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Oftict  of  Information  -U.  S.  Dtpartwont  of  Agriculture 

Juno  24,  1949 


OUTLOOK  FAVORABLE  FOR  WHEAT  AGREEMENT 

In  light  of  somo  conjecturing  this  week  about  the  prospects  for  the 
International  Wheat  Agreement,  we've  done  a  little  checking  with  the  folks 
in  State  and  our  OFAR,     They  think' that . ,, .from  the  way  ratifications  are 
coming  in  from  various  count rie s. ..  .the  v/hcat  agreement  will  go  into  effect. 

The  main  question  has  been' about  ratification  by  the  importing  coun- 
tries.   Officials  here  say  that,  if  you  take  the  importing  countries  that 
have  ratified. ,. .and  add  3  important  importers  which  have  indicated  they 
will  ratify, ., .this  group  accounts  for  imports  of  about  326  million  bushels 
•  •••  compared  with  the  320  mi  Hi  on 'bushel  minimum  required.    With  the  proba- 
bility that  other  minor  importers, ,, .and  maybe  even  additional  larger  ones 
....will  approve,  the  officials  think  the  outlook  for  the  agreement  is  favor* 
able. 

f  ... 

As  to  the  exporters,  U.S.  and  Canada  have  already  formally  approved.,,, 
end  Australia  is  regarded  as  certain.    News  dispatches  from  France  indicate 
that  the  French  Cabinet  has  authorized  the  President  to  ratify, 

*  ■ 

In  short,  it  looks  as  if  there  would  be  almost  complete  approval  by 
the  member  exporting  nations. ,, .and  more  than  the  70%  required  volume  of 
the  importing  countries. 

Officials  here  have  no  information    tha.t  any  country  is  turning  down 
the  agreement.    The  slow  action  is 'duo  largely  to  the  fact  that 'many  par- 
liaments.,.,  just  as  our  Congress,.,. have  been  jammed  with  work. .. .and  others 
have  not  been  in  session.    The  countries  have  until  July  1  to  ratify,  barr- 
ing special  extension  of  time. 


STEM  RUST  DAMAGE  LIGHT  SO  PAR 

US DA  reports  little  damage  so. far  this  season  from  stem  rust  of  wheat 
in  the  main  wheat-growing  areas  west  of  the  [Mississippi  River,     The  rust 
has  appeared  in  somo  late  fields.     There  is  some  possibility  of  heavy  stem 
rust  developing  in  northwestern  Kansas  and  extending  into  eastern  Colorado, 
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AGRICULTURAL  BRIEFS 

FML  explains  that  the  distress  loans  under  the  new  grain  storage  program 
announced  early  this  month  were  intondod~"primari  ly  for  wheat, ,  . .and  for  the 
Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas  and  Nov.-  Mexico  area,     But  they  can  bo  extended  to 
ether  crops,  and  other  areas,  certified  by  PM£, 

Up  to  June  21,  USDA  had  bought  929,624  cwt,  of  t  ic  '49  crop  of  Irish 
potatoes".     Of  tho'ise  purchases,  121,043  cwt,  went  to  direct  di  stribution, , , , 
101,240  "cwt,  for  f lour. 150,000  cwt,,  dehydration, 0464, 161,  livestock 
food, ...  150,694,  air  strip  drying. , , , 84, 336  for  demonstration, 

Nov;  Mexico  and  Michigan  have  agreed  to  take  over  school  lunch  programs 
in  private  schools  in  those  States, , 0 .making  22  States  where  this  plan  is 
now  in  operation,    "There  State  agencies  arc  not  in  a  position  to  handle  the 
private  schools,  USDA's  Feed  Distribution  Branch  has  been  supervising  this 
part  of  the  program. 

Through  June  16,  CCC  had  received  3,376,664  notes, .covering  5,271,052 
bales  of  *43-crop  cotton. 


NEGRO  CLUB  CAMP  AT  IIASHVILLE,  JULY  26-AUG,  2 

Tho  Second  Regional  4-E  Club  Camp  for  Nogro  3lub  members  is  scheduled 
for  ITashville,  July  26-Aug.  2, 

In  the  program  for  the  camp,  Federal  Extension  Director  II, L,  Wilson 
points  out  that  the  re 'are  more  than  300,000  Negro  club  members  in  the  South- 
ern and  border  States, 

PIG  REPORT  INDICATES  POSSIBLE  PROBLEMS 

BAE's  "Pig  Crop  P_o port"  this  week  pretty  much  continues  the  hog  pic- 
ture that  has  been  shaping  up  in  recent  months. 

The 'spring  pig  crop  is  estimated  at  59  million  head.,,, or  15%  above  a 
year  ago.     Farrowing  reports  indicate  that  the  pigs  may  be  moving  to  market 
much  earlier  than  ever  before, , , .with  a  fairly  good  run  beginning  in  August 
and  September,     One  reason  is  that  the  big  increase  in  breeding  was  for  far- 
ravings    the  first  4  months.     Another :- .  with  plenty  of  feed,  hogs  are  being 
pushed  rapidly  to  meet  a  possible  seasonal  price  decline,     PIA  livestock  men 
look  for  prices  to  roach  a  peak  in  July  or  Augustt  as  against  the  usual  high 
in  Septembers #with  prices  starting  their  seasonal  decline  earlier  this 
year  than  usual. 

As  to  fall  farrowing s,  the  BAE "report  indicated  intentions  of  a  13^  in- 
crease in  f arrowiiigs  over  last  ycare,,. following  an  8;t  increase  in  last 
fall's  farrowings  over  the  year  before.     Just  as  last  winter,  some  of  these 
fall  pigs  may  come  to  market  the  first  quarter  of  *50,     One  reason  is  that 
present  price  supports  expire  March  51,  *50,    With  the  increases  in  the 
spring  and  fall 'pig  crops,  there  may  be  a  price  support  problem  between  now 
and  next  spring. 


FARM  OPERATORS  SICK  2  WEEKS  A  YEAR 


Healthy  as  farm  life  is  cracked  up  to  be,  it  appears  that  the  avoragc 
farm  operator  is  sick  in  bed  two  7-day  work-weeks  a  year. 

In  any  event,  BAE  economists  found  in  a  survey  that  22%  of  farm  oper- 
ators were  disabled  by  illness  for  a  day  or 'more  between  Jan,  1  and  Hay  1, 
'48.    And  figuring  up'the  total  days  abcdc»*«ond  averaging  out' for  all  farm 
operators  over  a  year,,,,thcy  came  up  with  the  two-week  figure. 

Interestingly  enough,  the  operators  were  off  sick  more  days  than  the 
tenants.,,, possibly  because  the  operators  arc  older.    And  the  operators  on 
farms  under  100  acres  reported  more  "sick  leave"  than  those  over  100  acres'* 

Farm  operators  ih  the  Northeast  were  off  sick  the  fewest  days, , , ,thos e 
in  the  South  the  most. 


JULY  2  NETWORK  FARM-HOLE  PROGRAMS 

NBC  -  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  —  1:00  EDT;    1)  "US DA  Headlines,"  Ken 

C-apon;  2)  "How  We  Jtfake  the  Chickens  Better,"  with  Paul  B,  Zumbro  and 
Sam  A,  Moore,  Coordinators,  National  Poultry  Improvement  Plan,  USUI, 

ABC  -  American  Farmer  —  1:30  EDT:    1)  "Business  Side  of  Farming,"  Dana 
Reynolds;' 2)  "What's  New  in  Research," vwith  USDA  scientists, 

CBS  -  Columbia  Country  Journal  —  2:30  EDTs    1)  "Corn  (Yield)  War  Between 
the  States,"  with  Ted  Hyinan  of  Virginia  Extension, ' and  Dr,  E.R,  Col- 
lins, North  Carolina  Extension,  from  WDBJ,  Roanoke,- Va, ;  2)  "Farming 
in  the  Spirit  of  1776,"  T,  Swann  Harding,  USDA;  3)  "Fourth  of  July 
*    Picnics  —  in'Backyard  or  Country,"  Virginia  Tatum,  CBS;  4)  "Fishing  & 
Farming  —  or  the  Farm  Fish  Pond,"  Stuart  Wilson,  ?<FKBN,  Youngstown, 
Ohio, 


P.S.  TO  FORAGE  SEED  STORY 

Ro  last  week's  background  piece  on  the  forage  seed  program,  wo  might 
add  that  the  seed  projoct  is  financed  with  funds  under  the  Research  and 
Marketing  Act, 


il  4      PROPOSES  STUDY  OF  INTERNATI ONAL  AGREEMENTS 

With  an  international  wheat  agreement  apparently  nccring  Completion, 
FAO's  Commodity  Working  Party  has  recommended  to  the  FAO  Council  meeting  in 
Paris  that  continuous  study  be  made  of  the  need  of  c'o'rnmodity  arrangements 
for  other  products, 

Bosidos  wheat, ' intergovernmental  organizations  arc  already  set  up  for 
rice,  sugar,  cotton,  wool,  rubber,  and  tea. 


BAE  STUDIES  EFFECTIVEIJSS  OF  FOOD  CAMPAIGN 


A    year  ago,  USDA  and  local  agencies  and  business  men  conducted  a  Ban- 
ner Food  Program  in  Lancaster  and  York  counties,  Pa,     The  aim  was  to  got 
folks  to  eat  more  of  the  plentiful  foods9,,,and  so  cut  the  demand  for  scarce 
foods, 

BAEfs  Division  of  Special  Surveys  has  just  published  a  report,  analy- 
zing the  effectiveness  of  the  program. 

Asked  if  they  had  heard  anything  about  the  program, ,, ,32%  of  the  house- 
wives said  yes, ,,,67%  said  no. 

As  to  how  they  heard  about  it,  4-3%  named  hews  articles  in  newspapers 
as  the  best  source, ,, ,9%,  posters  in  stores, ,,,and  12%,  radio. 

Those  are  only  a  few  high  points  from  the  25-page  report. 


FOREIGN  VISITORS 

A.W,  Monzios-Kitchin,  Agr'l  Economist,  Cambridge  University  —  at  Department 
of  Agricultural  Economics  at  Fort  Collins,  June  28- July  2;  Iowa-  State,  July 
4-9;  Columbia,  Mo,,  July  13-16;  LaFayotte,  July  13-20;  Urbana,  July  "21-23; 
East  Lansing 7  July  28-30,    At  Doane  Agr'l  Service,  St, Louis,  July  11-13;  and 
with  T,D,  Schultz,  Univ,  of  Chicago,  July  25-28, 

Jon  Teige,  Veterinarian,  Norway  —  at  State  Expt,  Stations  at  St, Paul,  Juno 
20-July  1;  Ames,  July  5-8;  Manhattan,  July  11-15;  Fort  Collins,  July  18-26, 

Crispin  Las  Marias,  Agrfl.  Engineer,  Philippines  —  at  State  Expt,  Stations, 
Urbana,  June  27;  1 jno s ,  July  8;  Lincoln,  July  13;  Davis ,  July  18, 


TELL  ME  WHAT  YOU  EAT 

Although  not  too  many  of  you  are  interested  in  rice,  you  probably  vrould- 
be  interested  in  the  way  BAE!s    economists  have  gone  into  a  consumer  study 
of  this  one  commodity.    Through  a  sampling  procedure,  they  find  that  88%  of 
families  said  they  wore  currently  using  rice.    But  the  surveys  people  didn't 
stop  there.    They  wanted  to  know  why  families  use  rice.     Of  2,000  plus 'homo- 
makers,  53%  said  the  family  liked  rice,,, ,20%  said  rice  adds  'variety, ,,,  18% 
said  it  is  healthful, ,,, 16$  said  it  is  an  economical  food,,,, 16%  said  it  can 
be  used  in  place  of  potatoes, ,,, 14$  said  it  combines  well  with  meats,  soups, 
etc,,,, and  11%  said  it  contains  starch,  carbohydrates. 

The  survey,,,, a  very  comprehensive  one,,,, goes  into  a  variety  of  othor 
questions,  including  how  the  rice  is  cooked,  etc.     It  was  financed  vdth  Re- 
search and  Marketing  Act  Funds, 

By  studying  consumer  preferences,  the  hope  was  to  find  ways  to  expend 
the  domestic  demand  for  rice  among  non-users,  or  those  who  eat  little. 


TALLY  ON  AGRICULTURAL  PRODUCTS  FIHaNCED  BY  EC  A 


About  half  of  the  money  authorized  so  far  to  aid  the  Marshall  Plan 
countries  in  Europe  has  been  for  food  and  agricultural  products.     This  week 
the  Economic  Cooperation  Administration  put  rut  a  round-up 'of  the  total  au- 
thorizations for  the  14  ncnths,  Apr,  3,  *43  to  June  1,  '-'.9,  "  Here  aro  tho 
authorizations  for  agricultural  products: 

.......    .  $5,574,400,000 

imodities,  •  ••••••«.•  $2,575,200,000 


Total  of  all  EGA  financing  . 

Total  food  and  agricultural 

(Mil 

lion  D 

Rread  Grains 

Wheat 

728.9 

Wheat  Flour 

205,2 

Rve 

10e9 

Total 

946.0 

Fats  and  Oils 

Peanut s 

50,9 

C  opra 

31.5 

Flaxseed 

29.9 

Soybeans 

29.5 

Oilseeds 

*  • 

11.7 

Lard 

36,0 

Tallow 

15,2 

S  o yb ean  Oi 1 

11,9 

Linseed  Oil 

'.  3,5 

"Whale  Oil  £z  '  ■ 

Fish  Oil 

7,5 

Othe  r 

17.4 

Total 

250.0 

Suffar  &  Related  Prod. 

• 

Su2*ar.  etc. 

134.6 

Wo 1  ?i  R  5!  P  R  »     T  VI P  fl  i  "h  1  P 

20-1 

Total 

154.7 

Coarse  Grains 

0  OTll 

W  V-/  ±  

97  8 

'  Barley 

21.5 

Oats 

15.3 

Grain  Sorghums 

10.4 

Total 

145.0 

Meat 

Beef, Veal, Pork, 

Lamb  &  Matt on 

92.3 

Ho  rs  erne  at 

15.8 

Othe  r 

2.6 

Total 

110.8 

Tobacco 

136,6 

Dairy  Froducts 
Cheese 
Milk 
Other 
Total 


(Million  Dollars) 

57.3 
32.0 
1.4 


Feeds  and  Fodders 
Oilcake  <?; 

Oilcake  Meal 
Other 


101.2 


;6.s 

3.9 


Total 

Fertilizer 

Nitrogenou  s 
Other 


40.4 


21,4 
14.7 


Total            .  -  36,1 

Fruit  s  &  Nuts 

(except  Peanuts)  25,3 
Fish  &  Products 

(except  Fats  &  Oils) 19, 4 
Vegetables  and 

preparations  17,3 

Eggs  12,8 

Rice  12,7 

Coffee  11.0 
Seeds,  other  than 

Oilseeds  4,8 

Misc,  Agr»l  Products  10,6 

Cotton 

Raw  Cotton 

(except  Lintors  473,4 
Cotton  Waste  & 

Linters   11,1 

Total          '     '■  484,5- 


Fabricated  Basic  Tex,  74,"5 

Hides,  Skins  &  Leather  55,4 

Wool,  Unmanufactured  12,6 

Naval  Stores  11,8 


AMONG  OURSELVES 


Yes 

65.3% 

Yes 

16,0$ 

Yes 

16.0$ 

Yes 

17.3$ 

Yes 

84.0$ 

Yes 

66.  6$ 

More 

48,0$ 

Indiana  Radio  Listener  Survey 

Indiana  University  (at  Bloomington)  is  out  with  its  third  annual  "Radio 
Listener  Purvey, "    Here  are  a  few  points  from  the  survey  concerning  the 
audience  with  occupations  in  agriculture,  fore stry,  and  fishery: 

Are  there  radio  commercials  you  find  enjoyable? 
Are  there  any  products  you  refuse  to  buy  because  of 

what  you  consider  bad  commercials? 
Have  you  ever  written  stations  or  sponsors  about 

prog rams? 

Do  you  own  a  receiver  to  enable  you  to  hear  FM? 
Do  you  feel  that  radio  is  fair  in  it's  presentation 
of  news? 

Are  you  satisfied  with  the  amount  of  local  news 
you  get? 

Do  you  get  more  news  from  radio  than  from  the 

newspapers  or  less? 
At  what  hour,  on  week  days,  do  you  usually  begin 
your  evening  meal? 

5:00  -  15.1$  5:30  -'23,3$  6$00  -  39,7$  6:30  -  8,2$ 
5:15  -    2,7$         5:45  -    2,7$         6:15  -    2,7$         7:00  -  5.6$ 

At  what  time  do  you  usually  first  turn  your  radio  on' in  tho  morning? 

5:00  -    6.0$         6:00  -  10.4$  '       7 :00  -  14,9$         8:00  -  13.4$ 

5:K  -    1.5$         6:15  -    1.5$         7:15  -   

5:30  -  11.9$  6:30  -  11.9$  7:30  -  9,0$ 
5:45  -    1.5$         6:45  -    3,0$         7:45  -  1.5$ 

The  survey  was  conducted  by  60  radio  students  in  their  respective  home 
towns  during  the  Christmas  holiday  of  December  *48- January  »49,     It  in- 
cluded 28  Indiana  cities  and  towns,  11  U.S.  towns  and  cities  outside  Indi- 
ana, and  1  Canadian  city.     The  survey  included  1957  interviews  and  'phone 
call s. 

Highlights  from  NARFD  Chats 

Looking  through  the  July  issue  of  "NARFD  Chats,"  we  find  a  trial  bal- 
loon from  Paul  Visscr  of  NBC  on  plans  for  the  RFD  meeting  in  Chicago,  Paul 
proposes  concentrating  on  2  main  topics  —  TV  and  selling  the  farm  service 
program.    Dates  are  Nov,  26  and  27, 

Among  tho  RFD  doings  reviewed  are  Hal  Totten!s  (WGN,  Chicago)  report  of 
Mutual 's  Better  Gardens  show,  Saturdays,  1:00  to  1:30  CST, , , , Announcement  of 
winners  in  KDKA!s  Agricultural  Scholarship  Awards  for  '49-50,  is  made  by 
Homer  Martz,     One  part  of  the  award  is  the  opportunity  for  one  of  the  stu- 
dents to  spend. the  summer  working  in  KDKA's  Agricultural  Department. « ..Herb 
Plambeck  of  WHO  says  that  the  National  Soil  Conservation  Field  Day  and  Na- 
tional Plowing  Contest  is  scheduled  for  Sept,  15,  as  a  kick-off  for  the 
Central  Iowa  Watershed  Conservation  Demonstration  project  comprising  some 
20  farms  near  Des  Moines. 


AMONG  OURSELVES  (CONT'D) 


Rye ordings  From  International  Farm  Youth  Exchangees 


Ar  rang  uncut  s  have  been  ma  do  through  tho  Voice  of  America,  and  Press  and 
Agricultural  Attaches  at  American  Embassies  to  have  master  recordings  of  our 
4-H  Excne.ngces  sent  back  to  the  Extension  Service  here  in  Washington,    As  it 
was  last  year,  dubs  of  these  master  recordings  will  be  available  to  RFDfs 
from  the  U4S*  Recording  Company  in  Washington  at  an  approximate  cost  of  $4.00 
per  12-inch  disc.    Send  your  order  for  any  recordings  of  IFYE*s  from  your 
broadcast" area " to  Joe  Tonkin,  Division  of  Extension  Information,  US  DA,  Wash- 
ington 25,  D#C, 

Frankly,  wo  cannot  forecast  just  how  many  of  these  master  recordings  wo 
will  get;  too  many  difficulties  enter  into  the  making  and  mailing  of  the 
discs  in  Europe*    However,  15  wore ' received  last  year  and  with  good  fortune, 
more  should  come  through  this  year.     Just  get  your  order  on  the  list.  Bo 
sure  to  put  in  your  letter  the  names  of  tho  I  F  Y  E  !s  you  want. 

Byway  of  reminder,  these  are  the  Exchangees?    Ark, ,  Bonnie  Heien;  111., 
Heta  Keller;  Iowa,  Marcia  Gaston,  P.  Thco.  Hutchcroft,  Jr.,  Durward  Lyonf 
Kans,,  Evelyn  Ilaberman,  Stanley  Meincn;  Ky»,  Alice  Word,"Chas,  Bastin,  James 
"Shaffer j  Mdti  Oscar  Schmidt;  Mass.,  Marg"arot  Slate;  Mich,,  Margaret  Haviland; 
Minn,,  Do"rothy  Pottratz;  Mo,, """Van  Elga  Eitel;  Mont,,~Rhua  Slavcns;  ITcbr,, 
Duane  Sollih;  M.Y«,  Ruth  Ito so,  Rodney  Sellonj  W#Gt,  Carolyn  Smith,  "Coyte 
Sigmon;  Pa,,  Wmt  Lefes;  S;D«,  Llo.no  Thelin;  Tonn. ,  Margaret  Wobor,  Chast 
Peal;  Tex,,  Betty  Bcrnsen,  Alton 'Nelson;  Uta"h,  *  Josephine  Daincs;  Va,,  Thos, 
LovingT  W»Va, ,  Chas,  Sperow;  Wyo. ,  Ruth  Harris, 

India  Pushes  Group  Listening 

India  is  pushing  group  listening, ,in  its  8-year  program  to  extend  tho 
use  of  radio  throughout  the  country.    In  4  provinces  alone  community  listen- 
ing is  serving  16  million  people  who  otherwise  would  not  be  able  to  listen. 
Receiving  sets  and  loudspeakers  at  centrally-located  spots  in  rural  villages 
permit  hundreds  of  people  to  listen  to  a  single  set.    This  information  is 
from  tho  UNESCO  World  Review, 

Do  You  Know  Mrs.  Dixon? 

Do  you  know  Mrs,  Fritze  Williams  Dixon,  commercial  manager,  of  somo 
radio  station,  somewhere?    Wo  have  a  second  request  from  her  to  be  put  on 
our  mailing  list,  but  no  address. 


Cordially, 


Kenneth  M«  Gap on 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Radio  and  Television 


